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JOHN NELSON. 


M* 4. 1744. At Seven at Night, en L had 
done my Day's Work, I went to Aagwalton, 
and expounded at 2 Booth's, to a well- 
behaved Congregation. When I had done, Foſeph Gib- 
ſon, the Conſtable's Deputy, (an Alehouſe keeper, who 
had found his Craft was in Danger ). preſſed me for a 
Soldier. I aſk'd him by whoſe Order? He ſaid, 
« Several of the Inhabitants of their Town, who did 
e rot like ſo much Preaching ; ”' and by his own Talk 
it appeared, they were thoſe of his own Craft. 

He cauſed me to go to the White Hart, whither Mr 
Charleſwwerth, and Mr Holmes of Sikchbouſe, and ſeve- 
ral more went with us: And Mr Charleſauorth of- 

fer'd 500 J. Bail for me till the next Day; but no Bail 
was to be taken for aMerhodif, (fo called). He proteſted 
I ſhould go to his Houſe. I made no Reſiſtance, but 
went, and ſeveral of our People with us; and we ſang 
an Hymn, and prayed together, and ſo parted. 
Next Morning ſeveral People came to ſee me before 

we went from Adzwalton. Here I was kept ten Hours, 
before the Warrant came into his Houſe: And when 

the Conſtable came, he ſaid, if he had been there he 
would have prevented what Gidhs had done, 


A 2 Be. 


( +4) 

Between Eight and Nine I went to Birſtal, to my 
Houſe; and after I had changed my Cloaths, we ſet out 
for Halifax, and I was brought before the Conimiſſion- 
ers, who ſmiled one at another as ſoon as they ſaw 
me. They bid the Door-keepers not to let any Man 
eome in; but Mr7homas Brocke kad got in with me; 
and they ſaid, that is one of his Converts, Then 
they called // Gilfen, and aſked, How many Men 
have you brought? He ſaid, One. Well, and what 
have you agamit tim? Why, Gentlemen, ſaid he, I 
- haie nothing to ſay againſt him, but he preaches to the 


Pecfle; and ſome of our Townſmen don't like fo much 


preacking. They broke out into Laughter ; and one 
of them fevcre J was fit to go for a Soidier, for there 
I might have preaching enough. I ſaid to him, Sir, 
vou ought not to ſwear: Vell, ſaid they to me, 
you have no Licence to preach, and yeu fall go for a 
Soldicr 3 and to the Captain, Captain, is he fit 
fer. eu? Les, he aniwered ; then take: bim as 
WAY. | 

wat, I ſaid, Fere are ſeveral of my honeſt Neigh- 
bours; you ought to give me the Liberty of another 

an, and hear what they ſay of me, whether I am 
ſuch an one as the Warrant mentions or no. 'I hey 


an{wered, Here 7s your Miniſter, [ore of the Commiſſion .. 
ers] ana he has told us of yeur Character, and we will 
hec:r no mere. So I found I was condemned before the 


Commiſſioners ſaw me. 

Then Mr Brooke laid the Petitions before them, 
fent by my neighbouring Gentlemen; which tcſtified I 
Lad done no Evil, but had behaved myſelf well in my 
Reigr.hovrE.cod, and had always maintained my Fa- 
mily very well; and they defired them to ſet me at 
Liberty. And Mr Preote ſaid, © Gentlemen, you ſee 
he is not ſuch a Man as is mentioned in the War- 
unt.“ 
you are one of his Pupils, and you ought to go with 
„him.“ He ar ſwered, Why do you not ſend me 


« then ; for you have as much Right to fend me as 


„% him? * 


Then 


But they bid him hold his Peace, and ſaid, 


At is out of your Power. 


„„ 
Then our Miniſter ſpoke and ſaid, Yeung Brookes 
hives with a Woman of the worſt Character of any in 
our Town. When- I heard him ſpeak againſt his 
Neighbours ſuch notorious Falſhoods as theſe, I thought 
it would be to no Purpoſe for Mr Brookes to ſay any 
more; ſo I defired him to be filent. Then they read 
the Papers ſent on my Behalf; and one of the Com- 
pany aſked if he muſt put them on the File ? But the 
Anſwer to him by ſeveral was, No ; for if they be called 


for, they will make againſt us. 


„ &, ſaid I, Gentlemen, I ſee there is neither 
% Law nor Juſtice for a Man that is call'd a Methoarft ; 
&* but all is lawful that is done againſt me. I pray 
* God forgive you, for you know not what you do.“ 
They anſwered, Surely your Miniſter muſi be a better 
Judge of you than any other Man, and he has told us 
"enough of you and your preaching. © Well, ſaid I, 


* Mr C——, what do you know of me that is evil? 


«© Whom have I defrauded ? Or where have I con- 
« tracted a Debt that I cannot pay? ' He ſaid, 
You have no viſible Way of getting yeur Living.”” 1 


_ anſwered, © I am as able to get my Living with my 


„Hands, as any Man of my Trade in England is, 
* and you knox it: And had I not been at Work 
« Yeſterday, and all the Week before? But they 
bid the Captain take me away; and he came and 
ſaid, We will take you off preaching eon. I an- 
ſwered, - You muſt firſt aſk my Maſter Leave.“ 
But ave will make you give over, But, I replied, 
Then he thruſt me into 
a Corner of the Room, and ſaid, I ſhould have Com- 
Afterwards ſeveral were brought to the Commiſſion- 
ers, and three condemned to go with me, and four or 
hve acquitted. But all had their Neighbours to ſpeak 


pany preſently. 


; for them, except me; for what need was there of any 
other Witneſs ? 


_ Glory be to God on high! He kept my Soul all this 
Time in perfect Peace, and I could ſay to him from my 
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Whilſt Thou, O my God, art nigh, habita 
My Soul diſdains to fear me in 

Sin and Satan I defy. ſaid, 
Still impotently near: & anc 
Earth and Hell their Wars may wage, & my 
Calm I mark their vain Deſign, V 
Smile to ſee them idly rage and . 
Againſt a Child of Thine. I am 


you 

Then the Captain read the Articles of War to us that and 
were condemn'd, and ſaid, 1% hear your Doom is ſhall 
Death, if you diſebry us. I anſwered, © I do not Plac 
fear the Man that can kill me, any more than I do But 
him that can cut down a Dogſtander. For I know my the 
Life is hid with Chriſt in God; and he will judge be- ſent 
tween me and you one Day; but I beſeech him not to 74 
lay this Sin to your Charge.”* And to Mr C——, I ana 
ſaid, * Sir, I pray God forgive you; for you have ha 


“given me ſuch a Character as not another Man in not 
* . 


England will that knows me.“ RW 
I was greatly ſurprized to ſee Men fit on the Judg- v0 
ment-ſeat, and drink and ſwear as they did; anda 
Man who had a Commiſſion from God to reprove all Sc 
that do ſuch Things, could hear and ſee, and yet never C 
ſpeak in God's Cauſe. It made me cry out to the V 
Lord, „ Take the Matter into thy Hand, O God, t! 
„for Righteouſneſs is fallen in the Streets, and Ini- F 
«« quity bears Rule.” But I could not hear them {wear 
but I muſt ſpeak to them, although they mocked at my Þ 
Reproof. ; 
1 hen we were guarded to Halifax Goal; (but the ' 
Keeper would not let us come into his Goal) then to 
the Officer's Quarters, and kept till Six at Night, where 
John Rhodes, and Themas Charliſavorth of Little Gum- 


 merſc] came to ſee me, and cared for my Soul, as if they 


had been my Mother's Sons. O, my God, remember 
them for Good, and give them, and their Houſes, and 
all that wiſh well to our Sion, to rcjoice in the Gladneſs 


of thy People! 


At 


6 


At Six we ſet out for Bradford; and many of the In- 
habitants of Halifax prayed for me, and wept to ſee 
me in the Hands of unrighteous and cruel Men. But I 
faid, Fear not, God hath his Way in the Whirlwind ; 
& and he will plead my Cauſe ; only pray for me, that 
6 ith fail not.“ 

8 were about half. way between Halifax 
and Bradford, one of the Soldiers ſaid to me, “ Sir, 
I am ſorry for you; for the Captain is ordered to put 
you in the Dungeon : But I will ſpeak to him, 


s that will let me have the Care of you, you 
2 1 pa * 3 me; for the Dungeon is a loathſome 
> not Place as ever I ſaw. I thanked him for his Offer: 
Ido But when we got to Bradford, we were driven up in 
v my the Street where the Croſs did ſtand; and the Captain 


e be- 
Ot to 
1 
have 
n in 


udg- 
nd a 
e all 
ever 
the 
20d, 
Ini- 
vear 


my 


the 
1 « « 
1ere 
um- 
hey 
ber 
and 


neſs 


At 


ſent and fetched the Keeper of the Dungeon, and aid, 
Take this Man, and put him into the Dungeon; 
and take this other along with you ——— (a poor, 
harmleſs Man, all the Cloaths upon whoſe Back were 
not worth one Shilling ; neither did they lay any 
thing to his Charge when he was ordered for a 
PE they came to the Dungeon Door, the 
Soldier who ſpoke to me by the Way, went to the 
Captain, and ſaid, Sir, if you will give me Charge over 
Mr Nelſon, my Life for his, he ſhall be forthcoming in 
the Morning ; but the Captain threatned to break his 
if he ſpoke about me any more. 
_ gia 5 us before I went down, and I aſk'd 
him, Sir, what have I done, that I muſt go to the 
Dungeon ? If you are afraid of me that I ſhould run 
„% away, ſet a Guard over me in a Room, and I will 
„ pay them. He anſwered, ** My Order is, to put 
« you in the Dungeon,” So I ſee my Lord's Word 
is fulfilled, The Servant is not above his Maſter. For 
thoſe that were accuſed of Thieving and great Evils 
Which they had done in their Neighbourhood, muſt 
eat and drink, and lye on Feather Beds; but I only 
deſired a little Water, and it was refuſed me by the 
Captain, altho' I had nothing all Day, except a little 
Tea in the Morning. But my Maſter never n 


1 | 
Servants a Warfare at their own Charge. He gives The 
Strength according to our Duty. For when I came jf my 
into the Dungeon, that ſtunk worſe than any Hogſtye they h 
or little Houſe, by reaſon of the Blood and Filth which and to 
ſinks from the Butchers who kill over it, my Soul was © WI 
ſo filled with the Love of God, that it was as a Para- aj 
diſe to me. | 
Then could I cry out, O the glorious Liberty of the ze th 
Children of God] And I fell down on my Knees, and I anſy 
gave God Thanks that he counted me worthy to be put CHR 
in a Dungeon for the Truth's Sake; and prayed that my has 01 
Enemies might be ſaved from the Wrath to come, I from 
think with as much Deſire as I could feel for my own At 
Mother's Children. I wiſhed they were as happy in came 
their Houſes as I was in the Dungeon. Hole 
About Ten, ſeveral of the People came to the onen 
Dungeon-door, and brought me ſome Candles, and put wher 
me ſome Meat and Water in at the Hole of the Door. often 
When I had eat and drank, I gave God Thanks: And @ © 
we ſung Hymns almoſt all Night; they without, and I tree 
within. | at m 
The ſame Night, a Man that lives in Bradford he u 
came to the Dungeon; and tho' he was an Enemy com 
to the Methodiſis, fo called, when he ſmelt the ill 
Savour of the Place, he ſaid, Humanity moves me. for 
and went away directly; and about Eleven, came The 
again and ſaid, I will aſſure you I am not in your @rer 
Way of 'Thinking, but for all that, I have. been with min 
your Captain, and offered ten Pounds Bail for you, Daz 
and myſelf as a Priſoner, if he would let you lie in a perf 
Bed ; but all in vain, for I can get nothing of him but pr 
bad Words. If the Juſtice was in Town, I would wh 
have gone to him, and would have ſoon fetched you  ©< 
out: But ſince it is as it is, I pray God plead your tole 
Cauſe.” O, my God, Jet not him that would give a fo | 
Cup of cold Water to thy Servants loſe his Reward: he 
But do thou bleſs him, and bleſs thy People; and I + fin 
beſeech thee to have Mercy on our Enemies, and let ma 
not thy heavy Judgments fall upon them: But be Cr, 
Thou glorified in their Converſion, not in their De- fal 
The 
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"The poor Man that was with me might have ſtarved, 
15 my Friends had not brought him Meat: For when 
they had locked us up, they went to their Lodgings, 
and took no more Thought of us that Night. 

When the Man and 1 were laid down upon a little 
king Straw, Pray you, Sir, (ſaid he) are all theſe 
your Kinsfolk, that they love you ſo well? I think they 
are the lovingeſt People that ever I ſaw in my Life.” 
Fanſwered, By this you may know that they are Ix sus 
CnrisT?'s Diſciples ; for this is the Mark he himſelf 
has given, whereby all Men might know his Diſciples 
from the unbelieving World. 
* At Four in the Morning, my Wife and ſeveral more 
came to the Dungeon, and ſpoke to me through the 
Hole of the Door; and I ſaid, Fercmiah's Lot is fallen 


on me. Then it came to my Remembrance, that 


when I was about thirteen or fourteen Years old, I 


often thought if Gop would make me like Jeremiah, 
to ſtand zand ſpeak his Words to the People in the 
Streets, 4 he did, I ſhould not mind who caſt Dirt 


at me. And now am in ſome Meaſure treated as 


he was, for perſuading Men to flee from the Wrath to 
come. 


My Wife 10 « Fear not; the Cauſe is God's 


for which you are here, and he will plead it himſelf. 
"Therefore be not concerned about me and the Chil- 


dren; for he that feeds the young Ravens will be 


mindful of us. He will give you Strength for your 


Day; and after we have ſuffered a while, he will 


1 that which is lacking in our Souls, and then 


ring us where the Wicked ceaſe from troubling, 


where the Weary are at Reſt.““ 


So ſaid they all that were with her at the Door. I 


told them, «+ I cannot fear either Man or Devil, 


ſo long as I find the Lore of God as I do now: For 


he has cheered my Heart as with ſweet Wine, ever 
ſince he ſuffered me to be caſt into Priſon, O that I 


may be faithful unto Death, and I ſhall receive the 
Crown of Life! For not one Word of Jesvs ſhall 


fall to the Ground till all be accompliſh'd.”? 


About 


CF 5 
About Five in the Morning they took me out 
and we were guarded to Leeds, and ſtood in the Street 
till Ten. Hundreds flocked to ſee me. Some ſaid, MWta 
« It is a Shame to ſend a Man for a Soldier for ſpeak-Wthing 
ing the Truth; for many of our Neighbours thathem a! 
follow the Merthodiſis, and were as wicked before a; WIvatic 
any People in the Town, are now like new Creatures; bg with 
for we don't hear an ill Word come out of their We 
Mouths.“ Others cried, © I wiſh they were all ſeveral 
hanged out of the Way, for they make People go Street, 
mad; and one cannot get drunk nor ſwear, but every eat 
Fool muſt correct us, as if we were to be taught by Math. 
them. But I hope they will now be brought to} 
Nought, for that is one of the worſt of them.“ 

Juſt as the Church began, I was guarded to the 
Goal, and the oth rs ordered to the Alehouſe. The Mime 
Goal keeper here was very civil; for he let my Ws in 
Friends come in ſeveral Times to ſee me. I thought Hroun 
of the Pilgrim's Progreſs; for Hundreds of People © 
in the Streets ſtood, and looked at me thro the Iron- Wl 
grate, and were ready to fight about me. Several er) 
would have given Bail for me, if they would let me But at 
out; but I was told that an hundred Pounds was re- Md C 
fuſed, which was offered by a Stranger for me. I ton t. 
am too notorious a Criminal to be allowed ſuch Fa- Was f 
vours; for Chriſtianity is a Crime which the World Wt, * 
can never forgive. | | 

At Night, I believe an Hundred of our Friends 
were with me in the Goal together. We ſung an 
Hymn, and prayed, and I gave an Exhortation, and ſo Wn 
parted, But Mr H. was not willing I ſhould lie on 
ſtinking Straw, and ſent me a Bed to lie on. I find 
the Time is not yet come for me to be hated of all Men 
for Cir1s';*s Sake. I pray Cop give me Strength 
in that Day ! Glory be to his Holy Name ; hitherto 
his Grace is ſufficient for me, and I hang upon his 
Promiſe for Strength in my next Trials. 

At Five on Monday Morning I was let out of Goal, 
and we marched off for 7ork directly; many of our 

Friend s 


7 a 

Miends went with us out of the Town near three 
Miles, but when I came to take my Leave, they mourn- 
tree as one that had loft his Firſt born. I ſpake com- 
aid Mrtable Words to them, and bad them Stand faſt, in 
eak. Mthing terrified by your Adverſaries; which is to 
* an evident Token of Perdition, but to you of 
> 2; Salvation, and that of Gon, So the Peace of Gop 
res; with you all.” 

heir We came to York by three, and were brought before 
all ſeveral of the Officers at the Black Swan in Coney- 
0 Street, who ſeemed to rejoice as Men that had taken 


ery eat Spoil, and ſaluted me with many a grievous 
by Oath. It brought ſomething to my Mind which 1 
mad ſpoken in the Fields to the Lord, when he had 


the Wuſing to preach when many deſired me, and I had 
he Lime, but conſulted with Fleſh and Blood. My Soul 
my Was in great Diſtreſs, ſo that I threw myſelf on the 
ht Ground, and requeſted for Death; ſeeing it more 
ple ag eeable to Fleſh and Blood, to be a Shepherd's Dog 
n- Man a Preacher of the Goſpel: For his Hand is againſt 
ral Every Man, and every Man's Hand is againſt him, 
ne But at the Remembrance of the Prophets and Apoſtles, 
te- Ad CnRTSs T himſelf, what Contradiction and Tribula- 
I ton they all met with, the Cloud broke, and my Soul 
a- Was fo refreſhed with the Love of Gop, that I cried 
Out, © My Loxp and my Gop ! now thou haſt given 
me Strength, forſake me not; and if thou ſend me to 
Hell, to preach to Devils, I am ready to go.” 
1 When I was before theſe Officers, and heard ſuch 
horrid Langaage; I thought Hell could not be much 
worſe than the Company I was in. I aſked them, Do 
u believe there is one Gop, and that he is a Gop 
of Truth? They ſaid, Ve do. I anſwered, I 
Eannot believe you, I tell you plainly. V 75 ? 
© replied, I cannot think that any Man of common 
Underſtanding, who believes that Gop is true, dares 
1 ke his Name in vain; much leſs do you believe Gop 
En hear you, when you pray him to damn your Souls. 
N Now ſuppoſe Gop ſhould grant you the Damnation 
pu pray for, what miſerable Wretches wowe you be ? 


ke a great Cloud that was on my Soul, through my 


Do 


F * 
Do you know that you muſt one Day appear bel 3 


8 
that God, who will not hold him guiltleſs that ta Itne 
his Name in vain? thei 

As I reaſoned with them about a future State, gh Par 
ſeemed to ſhrink as if I had thrown Fire at them; ; WH Do 
they ſoon put away the Conviction, and ſaid, x, ag 
muſt not preach here, for you are deliver d to us * He 

a Soldier; and muſt not talk ſo to us that are me 
ficers.” I an{wer'd there is but one Way for you 772 
prevent me. They ſaid, What is that? | repli ag 
« It 1s to ſwear no more in my Hearing.” BY 


Then we were guarded through the City; but 3 
was as if Hell was moved from beneath to meet me th. 
my coming. 'The Streets and Windows were filled 87 5 
People who ſhouted and huzza'd as if I had been © 7 01 
that had laid waſte the Nation. But the Lord ma 
my Brow like Braſs; ſo that I could look on then; = * 
Graſshoppers, and paſs thro' the City, as if ths 
had been none in it, but Gop and me. O that Im. | % 
never offend my gracious Gop, or provoke him | 
take his Loving Kindneſs from me! Then, thous | 
go through the Valley of the Shadow of Death, 15 5 1 
fear no Evil. Even now I find his Word fulfill! _Þ 
where he ſaith, I will deliver thee from ſudden be. 
and from Terror; for it ſhall not come near th f 
Verily thou art a God of Truth! O be merciful ; 
this great City, whoſe Streets ring with Curſes; Fi { 
turn upon them a pure Language, that their Souls n . 
be ſaved, and the Enemy diſappointed of his Hope i ; 

] was brought to the Guard-houſe, and the Office | 
caſt Lots for me, and it was Captain $—-'s Lot 1 
have me. Then they offered me Money, but I rei» 

Fed to take it; and they bid the Serjeant handcuff ® 

and ſend me to Priſon. I was guarded thither vl 

File of Musketteers, but not handcuffed, and ki 
two Nights and part of three Days ; during wh” 
Time I was beſet with ſuch Curſers and Swearers 
could hardly be matched out of Hell. So I had W 5 
enough both Day and Night, to reprove them. 
found they could not ſtand- my Words, but the a My 
harden'd among them ſhrunk, and wiſhed they coff 
leave it off, and never ſwear more. . 


2 


bel Ty 


CBE: 


Several of the Town's People came and aſced me of 


tak Ithe Doctrine that the Method ſis preached; which makes 


„ Parties in the Nation. 


their Names, ſaid they, to be loathed I all Sets and 
My Anſwer was, That ſame 
Doctrine it is, which made Fes and Gratila conſpiie 
© againſt Jeſus Chriſt, who firſt preached it; and who- 


us 5 Gre he be that bears the ſame Teſttmony, he muſt 
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you 


Im 
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5 E ſpall be hated of all Mien for 7Ay ſake. 
repll again, 1f they have perſeruted me, they vill alſo perſe- 


8 cute you. 


but 
meß 
ed gg 
en «gs 
| mi 
hem? 
6 ths 7 
” ſents them; 


Our Lord hath ſaid, 
And 


meet with the {ame Treatment. 


What! do you think Chriſt would be found 


a Liar, and all his Apoſtles, who told us of the Things 


that are done in this our Day? Nav, verily ; Heaven 
and Earth ſhall paG away, but not one W ord of Chriſt's 
Mall fall to the Ground. 

When I had opened the Scriptures, and told them 
the fundamental Points of our Doctrine, they ſaid one 
to another, This People is not what the World repre- 
for if this is their Doctrine, there is not a 
Man in eg land can contradict them. 'I hey offered me 
[ER Drink, (but I told them I did not cave it) wiſhed 
me out of my Enemies Hands, and left me to my Com- 
- pany of Drunkards and Swearers, 

I may ſay, I have fought with Beafts at 704, for 
fo theſe Men live; yet my ſpeaking to them was not 
in vain; for they did bridle their ' engues in my Pre- 
ſence, after the fiſt 24 flours, When they did ſpeak | 
any blaſphemous Word, if I did but turn, and look 
them in the Face, they looked like Crimina 1s before the 
Magiſtrate. 

On Tac day Night, my Wife and Sifter Mitchel came 
to ſec ne, and ond ms lying on the Beards. I ſaid, 
Behold the Fruits of the Golp el. Now you ſee the 
Word of God 1s fulfilled, They lay a Snare for him 
that 1 eproveth in the Gare, aud be that turndh from. 
Evil maketh fuemſelf a Prey. But God looks down 
from Heaven, and will plead our Cauſe; fear not, 
No, they aniwered, we do not fear; for our God 1s 
as able to deliver now, as he was 1709 Years ago. 
So they took their Leave of me that Night, and 
Wat ned: me a good Repols on my wooden Bed ; and, 


Thanks 


23 110 = 
Thanks be to God, I ſlept as well as if I had been « on 
a Bed of Down. Wes 

Next Morning they brought me ſomething to eat, 
and bade me be ſtrong in the Lord, and not fear them un 
that can kill the Body only, My Heart was ones ſoeve 
to ſee them ſo ſtedfaſt in the Faith. Wo. 

his. Day a Court. Martial was held, and I was 
gvarded to it by a File of Muſketteers, with their 
Bayonets fix'd to their Pieces. When I came before 
the Court, they aſked what 1s this Man's Crime ? 
And the Anſwer was, This is the Methodiſt Preacher, 
and he refuſes to take Money. Then they turned to 
me, and ſaid, “ Sir, you need not find Fault with us, 
for we muſt obey our Orders, which are to make you 

act as a Soldier: For as ſuch you are delivered to us; 
and if you have not Juſtice done you, we cannot 
help it.“ 

My Anſwer was, * I ſhall not fight; for I cannot 
bow my Knee before the Lord, to pray for a Man, 
and get up and kill him when I have done: For! lin 
know God both hears me ſpeak, and ſees me act; and TC 
I ſhould expect the Portion of the Hypocrite, if my _ of 


Actions contradicted my Prayers. Well, dont ſtand n 
preaching to us, ſaid they, for we muſt make you obey be 
us. Serjeant, gire him ſome Money; he offer'd me P. 
Two Shillings, but I refuſed to take it. They threat. © 
ned me fore, but I could not fear them at all. Well, _ ® 
ſaid they, if you run away, you are as liable to ſuffer _ - 
as if you had taken our Money. IT anſwered, if 1 

cannot be diſcharged lawfully, I ſhall not run away. 7 
If I do, puniſh me as you pleaſe, Then they ordered * 


the Serjeant to go to Quarters with me. He carried 8 
me to the Hild Man in Peter gate, and the People be- {2 
haved well to me, though they had eight more quarter- q 1 
ed upon them, They ſad, It is a Pity you ſhould come gf 
among ſuch a wicked Crew as theſe we have. Surely 
there are but few like them in the World. They or- 
dered me a Room and Bed to myſelf. Bleſſed be God, 
who gives me Favour in the Sight of the Exyprians,. 
who have been fo uſed by thoſe of our own Church. 
Theſe People were profeſſed Papiſte, who, I might 
imagine, would ſhew no more Mercy to a Man that 
preaches 


* 


+ 


= C x J ) 
33 Salvation by Faith, than they would to a mad 


og. But I fee it is not che Name that makes the 


Chriſtian, but the Mind that was in Chriſt; and who- 


ced Peer hath this Mind in him, he is a Chriſtia: a lec the 
World call him what they will. 


I came to Mas garet 1ow:ſend's, and met with my 


Wife and Siſter Nlitchel, who rejoiced to fee my Feet 
once more out of Priſon. We ſang Praiſes to God for 
his great Mercies to me at this 'Time, and pailed the 
Afternoon in encouraging each other. Next Morning 
I ſet them out of Town, and went, as | was orde red, 

to parade at the Blue Boa r in Cefile-gate, The Of. 
ficers ordered Corporal — — to ferch me a Gun, aad 
ther Walli 

the Taſk, but was forced to obey;: and when he 


like Inſtruments He ſeemed to ſhudder at 


brought them, and came to gird them on me, he 


5 trembled as if he had had the Palfey. 


I aſced why they girt me with theſe warlike Habi- 


liments, for I am a Man averſe from War, and ſhall 
not fight but under the Prince of Peace, the Captain 
of my Salvation; ; and the Weapons he gives me are 
not carnal like theſe. Well, ſaid they, but you muſt 
bear theſe, till you can get your Ditcharge. As you 
put them on me, I neee. IE will bear them as a 
Croſs, and uſe them as far as I can, without defiling 


my Conſcience; for that I will not do for any Man on 
5 Earth. 


The Officers bade them march us of to FHewweorth- 


Moser, to learn the Exerciſe of a Soldier; but Corporal 


. ſeemed as tender of me as if he had been my 


- own Father, and carried the Gun for me to the Field. 
But when he came to teach me their Exerciſe, his 


Heart ſeem'd to fail him, and he bade me lay down 


the Gun, and we fell into Diſcourſe. I found he had 


the Fear of God before his Eyes, and the Lord had 


ſhewed him the Light of his Countenance. But he was 
as-a Sparrow alone on the Houſe top; none cared for 
his Converſation, but they all deſpiſed him, becauſe he 
would not get drunk and ſwear as they did. O my 
God, remember him for Good always, I beſeech thee. 
Next Day I was ordered to the Field, and others 
malt teach me the warlike Exerciſe ; who all behaved 


B 2 Civilly 
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. Y 
eivilly to me. I had more to ſee me than all the reſt, and 
and it cauſed the Truth to break out the more, and ſaid, 
removed Prejudice from many. I found the People of Cur 
York looked upon one that is called a MM thoaif?, as one A Tue 
that has the Plague, and infects all he comes near; and he 
they bleſſed God that none had come to preach there. 


= vor 
But if I was bound, the Word of God was not bound; MS 
tor if any did blaſpheme, I reproved them, Whether g/g. 
rich or poor, and fell into many Diſputes with them; 7 you 
and God gave me Words, ſuch as they could not re the 
iſt. My Diſcourſes had ſuch an Effect on them, that © ſehi 
they ſaid they wiſhed Mr Veſey would come and a 8 
preach there. I gave them ſeveral of our little Books; me 
0 by hearing anc reading, they found out our Doctrine He 
to be only the plain Word of God. And now ſeverak we 
attended my coming to Field; not to fee me as before, . 
but to aſk Queſtions, and to know of the New Doctrine, = St 
as ſome were pleaſed to call it. Surely by all theſe oy 
Things ſhall the Goipel be ſpread. The Lord is in the ag 
*Fempeſt, and it ſhall turn to his Glory; Satan doth but 
K het a Knife to cut his own Throat. | vw 
On Sundsy the 13th I went to Coney friet Church, te 
ard my Lord manifeted himielf to me in great Love PF 
at the Sacrament, At Night, Hannah Scol feld and I, t. 
and our Brother from AManchifer, with two or three t. 
more, went out into the Fields, thinking to retire ( 


but ſome kad ſeen us, and told others that we were c 
gone to fing Hymns. We had been but a few Minutes 
together, before we had near an hundred to keep us 2 
Company. We ſung two Hymns, and I gave them an { 
Exhortation. "hey received my Words with Meekneſs, 8 } 
and wiſned to hear me again. 11 
We went about a Mile another Way; but there 


were People walking there alſo, who knew me, and 
flocked to us, and deſired to hear what ſort of Doctrine 


it is we preach, which cauſes all Men to hate us. I _ 
faid, It is the Doctrine of Jeſus Chriſt, which made all 
Men hate him; and ye are ſenſible our great Shep- 
herd ſaid, Ye Hall be hated of all Men for my Sake, 
But, they ſaid, this is a Chriſtian Land, and it is not 
fo now. Well, ſaid J, then you muſt ſay the Goſpel 
s nat an everlaſting Goſpel, or you declare us 11 
reer an 
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land almoſt all the Preachers in England curſt. They 
aid, What, do we point the Bleſſings to you, and the 


le of Curſe to all the reſt? We think it the other Way. 


Then (faid I) you do not think as Chriſt ſpake ; for 


* 3 
wy! 


he ſaid, B/ ed are ye auhen all Men ſpeak Evil of 


von, and hate you for my ſake and the Goſpels : Nejeice 
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and be exceeding glad, for fo thy did to the Prophets of 
eld, But wo unto you wwhin all Men ſpeak well of 


you ; for fo they ſpake of the falſe Prophets, Upon this 


they were filent, but wiſhed they could hear me them- 
© ſelves, then they could judge better. By this Time 


* p< 9 


againſt it. 


Members of the Church of England, 


La great Company was come together, deſiring to hear 


me, and God gave me to ſpeak plain, and to their 
Hearts. When 1 had done, ſeveral of them ſaid, they 
would go ten Miles to hear ſuch another Diſcourſe, 
The Prejudice ſeem'd taken out of their Minds at a 
Stroke; and they cried, this is the Doctrine which 
ought to be preached, let Men ſay what they will 


As we came back, one of our Company ſaid, I 


wonder the Devil cannot perceive, that his ſtriving 


to ſuppreſs the Goſpel, 1s like ftriving to quench the 
Fire by caſting Oil into it. As God ſpake, fo it is I fee 
this Day. His Servants are like Brands of Fire caſt in- 
to dry Stubble. Surely God will be glorifed in your 
Captivity. Only let us watch and pray that the Enemy 
get no Advantage over us. 

The Day following I went, as before, to exerciſe, 
and many came to talk with me; ſome to diſpute, and 
ſome who earneſtly deſired to be faved. Among the 
Diſputers was a Clergyman. I knew him; for 1 had 
ſeen him in his Gown three Days before. When 


ſeveral, who appeared as Gentlemen, diſputed hoily 


againſt all the Power of Religion, I ſhewed them from 
the Articles, and Homilies, and Prayers of our own 
Church, that thoſe who ſpoke as they did, were no 
For, to bea real 


Member of Chriſt's Church, is to feel Chrift in us; 
to know he died for his Church, and that by his 
Death we are delivered ffom Death eternal; to find 
tlat Spirit which raifed him from the De id, raiſing 


us from the Death of Sin, t iat our Bodies may be the 
5 1 unde- 


{00-1 


undefiled Temples of the living God, an holy Habi. 4 
tation of God, through his Spirit dwelling i in us. For % 
as many as have the Spirit of God, they are the Sons My 


of God; and if any Man have not the Spirit of Chriſt, 
he is none of his. 


bation. 
Stroke, 


J have not ſpoken my own, but the Words of God, as 


them. 
When they were put to Silence, the Miniſter began 


to explain the Spirit of God out of the World ; as 3 


what could not be felt or perceived at all, neither 
was it neceſſary, now we had the Scriptures to go 
by. I faid, it 15 highly neceſlary, if the Scriptures 


be true: For they tell me, if I have not the Spirit of 


Chriſt, I am none of his; and if I am not his, I 
muſt belong to the Devil: for they two ſhare the 
World between them. 

Beſides, if there be no ſuch Thing as receiv ving the 
Holy Ghoſt, now a-days, as you ſay, then he who 
repeats the Prayers of the Church, offers to God the 
Sacrifice of Fools. Here he ſtormed at me, and 
called me an Enthuſiaſt, and ſaid, to talk of the Spirit 
was all a Deluſion. Hold, Sir, I replied, or J ſhall 
expeſe you before the People, which I did not defign to 
do. How could you affirm, before God and the Con- 
gregation, that you was inwardly. moved by the Ho- 
ly Gheſt to take upon you the Office of a Deacon; 
and now you teftity that there is no ſuch Thing as 
being moved by the Holy Ghoſt? He ſaid, did 1 ſay 
ſo? Yes, Sir, I anſwered, you did, when you recei 
ved Holy Orders. He turned pale, ſpake not ten 
Words more, but went away. L have met him ſeye- 
ral Times fince, and. he {peaks kindly to me. 


I had ſome every Day to diſpute with me; ard. 


every Night ſome to converſe with me, who. wanted 
to know ihe Way to Zion. 
When will Mr Weſley come, for here arg thouſands 


in this 1 own would gladly hear him. Indeed I find 


a great Peſire in them to krow the Way of Salva: 
tion; 
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Nay, if you 4now not (I added) $ 
that Chriſt is in you, you are now in a State of Repro- Y 
So, ſaid they, you have condemned us all at a 
I anſwered, I have condemned no Man; for 


I appeal to your Conſciences, you that have ever read 
3 


The People now cry out, 
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. n; nay, and they ſeem willing to be ſaved God 
07 Ven Way; that is, from their Sins, not in them. Sure- 
ons 3 the. Lord will be mindful of them, and give them 
it, Feacbecs after his own Heart. 
| The ſecond Sunday went to Church, and my Heart 
ro- 3 vas comforted again by the Love of God in the Sacra- 
3 nent, God, I find. will meet with us in his own Ways; 
1 may we never forſake them | | 
„as This Week I had ſeveral of the Brethren to ſee: 
ead 4 % and we were comforted together. Our Brother 
Ae brought me ſome little Books, which I gave to 
the People who came to talk with me. So that by 
as my Speaking, and their Reading, many began to be 
ner alarmed, and ſent for me to their Houſes, to enquire 
how can theſe Things be, which we affirm ? For if 
res theſe Things are ſo as you ſay, and Mr Meaſey has 
of here written, then we are not Chriſtians, I told: 
[ em I would prove theſe Things to be tru», both 
he from our own Church, and from the written Word 
9 of God; and if you. find you have not theſe inward 
be Marks of Faith, ſuch as Peace, Joy, Love, the Wit- 
20 5 neſs of the Spirit, you are not Chriſtians yet. But 
1e that is no Reaſon why ye ſhould not become ſuch; 
d BY bor Chriſt has commanded Repentance and Remiſſion 
it of Sins to be preached to every Soul in. his Name; 
ve E and he doth actually pardon and abſolve all them that 
0 2 truly repent and. unfeignedly believe his Holy Go- 
1- > ſpel. Therefore ſeek, and you ſhall find; for the. 
* 5 Truth of God binds him to give to every one that 
= asketh. 
TI he People attended my going to the Field all this 
Week ; and when I went along the Streets, they came 
gut of their Houſes to ſtare at me, as if I had been 
2 a Monſter. I have read. that they would. not ſuffer 
90 . to buy or ſell in the City, unleſs they had the 
Mark of the Beaſt; but here, without his Mark 
we cannot ſo much as paſs the Streets. O my God, 
= why is thy Servant as a ſpeckled Bird in this which 
is called a Chriſtian Country? Called after thy moiſt 


an Harlot, and thy People taken Captive by the Enez 
nd 
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X ſacred Name; which whoſoever names ſhould depart. 
| & from Iniquity. How is the faithful City become 
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my at his Will. It is Time for thee, Lord, to lay t d 


thy Hand, for they have deftroyed thy Law! 
One Day this Week, after my Exerciſe on the 


ſtions; which I anſwered according to the Abilit 


God gave me. Many flock'd round about us to hear, ; 
for our Difpute was long, and hot on their Side, 1 


believe we had talked half an Hour before I per- 


ceived he was a Miniſter ; for I took him for a Lawier, 
and ſuch a one as believed there was no God: For 
if I ſpoke of the Scriptures, he threw up his Head 
and called me Fool, and bade me hold my Nonſenſe. * 


I faid, that which you call Nonſenſe, I call the high- 
eſt Wiſdom, When I ſpake any thing of the Spirit 
of God, he heaved his Cane at me, as if he would 
have ſtruck me: But God gave me perfect Peace in 
my Soul, and Words that made him ſtart, and con- 
vinced the By ſtanders of the Truth. He was fo en- 
raged that he foamed at the Mouth like a Horſe 


that is hard rid. But when I underſtood that he was 3 
a Miniſter, I ſaid, Hold, Sir, let me ſpeak a little by 


your Leave. You call yourſelf a Miniſter of the 
Church of England, do you not? 1 do. Pray then, 
Sir, what Doctrine do you preach? For you make 
the Word of God of none effect, and you deny all 
Inſpiration. So I do deny all Inſpiration. ** How 


« dare you then pray for the Inſpiration of God's 


« Spirit, when you do not believe there is any ſuch 
e Thing!“ When he had raged a while, he ſaid, 


J believe you have read the Book of 7, and made 


it all your own. I anſwered, I have need of Patience, 
who have Men of ſuch Principles as you to talk with, 
that regard not what they ſay to provoke one; but 
I thank God you have not done it yet. He replied, 
his Reaſon for ſpeaking ſo was, becauſe 1 could not 
be quiet with my Nonſenſe and Inſpiration. And, I 
hear, you have preached ſeveral I imes fince you 
came, and have filled the Heads of many m this 
Town with your new Doctrine. I told him I had 
not preached publickly ſince I came, but did rot 
know how ſoon I might. Then he ſhook his _ 
| _— an 
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Moor, there came a Gentleman in Gold Lace, and et C 


a Miniſter in Diſguiſe, and began aſking me Que. I 
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y 0 $:d - ſtamp'd, and ſaid in Anger, If you o 
Freach publickly, we ſhall take an Order with you, 
the which ſhall be worſe than ſending vou for a Soldier.“ 
and J et God look to that, I anſwered ; for, by his Grace, 
J can love all Men, but fear none, that can kill the 
Mility Body only. I aſſure you it is not the Fear of Man 
Thich ſhall hinder me from Preaching 3 for where 
19 We Spirit of the Lord is, there is Liberty. When 
he began to calm a little, I -aſked him, Sir, ſuppoſe 
| ou had been inwardly mored by the Holy Gholt to 
preach the Goſpel; if the outward Ordination was re- 
Fuſed you, when you believed yourſelf called arcord- 
ing to the Will of Chriſt to preach, would you for- 


nſe, 
88. bear n that is, would you obey Man or 
HR Cod! J ſuppoſe, ſaid be, you think you have put 


uld an hard Queſtion to me. But, hard or eaſy, he never 
RB arfirered it; and L cannot remember that ever I ſaw 


- him fince. 

en. Oa Saturday, ſeveral deſired me to preach on Sa 
rei day Morning. I told them I ſhould take a Walk out 
vas to the Moor at half an Hour after Seven. Accordingly 


by I did fo, and found thrice as many as I expected, and 
"IA 1 {preached to about three Hundred well-behaved People, 
a who begged me to preach again at Night. I anſwer- 
ke ed ſome of them I did not know but I might: yet 1 
We 3 gave no publick Notice. But one told another, and 
2 ſpread it through the City. 
; I went to the Minter, and heard the Biſhop preach, 
h and received the bleſſed Sacrament at his Hands. At 
Seren i in the Evening, I went to the Moor, and found 
3 an unexpected Congregation, I believe fix thou- 
I And People. But there was nothing prepared for me 
to ſtand on, and great Part of the Soldiers were there, 
almoſt drunk, and began to quarrel with the People 
that crowded me; ſo that I ſaw there was likely to be 
= Miſchief done, and prevented it by withdrawing. It 
I had preached, I believe they would have behaved 
2 quietly, for they ſeemed to have a great Deſire to hear 
= what this Doctrine is. I had not the Opportunity of 
& fatizfying them at this Time; but they that had heard 
in the Morning, told aches. and enflamed them the 


4 more with Deſire to hear for themſelves. Several * 
r 


15 22 Wan 
for me to their Houſes, and others came to me: 89 fell wh 
I fee God will work, and who ſhall hinder? Lord, n Sun 


15 
_ 


open their Underſtandings, that they may know theſiſcour 
Things which belong to their everlaſting Peace. chers 

On Monday J heard that ſome Clergymen were with eve : 
the Officers; and, at Night, one of the Officers ſent for Palkir 
me, and faid, What, you cannot leave off your Preach- hem 
mg yet; but we muſt be blamed about you, But if We arc 
ever you preach publickly more, you ſhall be ſeverely Pang. 
. whipped. My Anſwer was, I am not careful in this | geived 
Matter. It is better to obey God than Man! I be. ed to 
lieve it is the Will of God that I ſhould preach ; and | Heart 
I have not taken Man to pleaſe in any Thing that will] in Lo 
otend my God. | fn 1 

With many Threats he bade me go, but I made no] Broth 
Promiſe to obey him, neither did I intend it in this | we v 
Caſe; for I had promiſed to go to Ackam, a Village for 1 
about a Mile out of York, the next Evening. Accord- | for w 
ingly I went, and preached to almoſt all the Inhabi- that 
tants, in a Field. The Lord gave me to ſpeak his nid, 
Word freely, and ſent it with Power to their Hearts. ig 2 
The Rock was ſtruck, and the Waters guſhed out. Poul 
All whom ſaw behaved well. Many faid they hoped | ment 
I would come again; „for let Men ſay what they will 
„of this People, this is the Truth, and ſo we ſhall 
find it one Day.“ | 

As I came down the Street, an Alderman of York 
and his Wife, who had been to hear me, were ſtand- 
ing at the Gate of his Houſe, and he called to me, 
and ſaid, If you pleaſe to accept of a Glaſs of any 
fort of Liquor my Houſe affords, it is at your Service. 
I faid, I thank you for your Good will, but I don't 
care to drink. Several others offered me Drink, but 
I took none. They prayed me to come once a week, 
as long as 1 ſtaid in York. Lord, be mindful of this 
People, I beſeech thee, and ſend them thoſe, who Ml 1 
will preach Righteouſneſs by Faith in Jeſus Chriſt. @t 
And O that they may be found in the Wedding-gar- 
ment in that Day, when every Covering, which is 
not of thy Spirit, will be found as filthy Rags before 
thy pure Eyes. | Dol 

| All e 
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All this Week I had Company as much as I could 
Sen what to do with. Several defired me to preach 
Id, Fn Sunday Morning. I did not promite, but went to 
the! fiſcourſe with about a Score, at ſeven, on the Moor, 
chers had a Suſpicion of my being there, and I be- 
vith heve 200 flocked round me, as ſoon as they ſaw me 
for Falking, and begged me to preach to them. I told 
ch- them I ftand in Jeopardy if I do; but they anſwered, 
t if Fe are in more Danger than you, for our Souls are in 
-ely Danger. It came into my Mind, that I had freely re- 
this geived, and ought to give freely. Wheretore I preach- 
be- ed to them, and God was with us of a Truth, and the 
ind | Hearts of the People were opened to receive the Word 
will] in Love. 
I came to Siſter Toxwn/end's, and found my own 
no] Brother, and Brother Mitchel, come to ſee me; and 
this] we were comforted together. Our Lime was ſhort, 
ige for I had but half an Hour, before I went to anſwer 
rd- | for what I had done. Somebody had told the Enſign 
bi- that I had been preaching; and he ſent for me, and 
his mid, Damn your Blood, Sir, hace you been preach- 
rts. ing this Morning? I ſaid, I had. He {wore he 
at. Fyould have no preaching nor praying in their Regi- 
ed ment. Then 1 ſaid, Sir, you ought to have no 
vill Hearing nor curſing neither; for ſurely I have as 
all | much Right to pray and preach, as you have to curſe 
and ſwear”? | | | 
2rk | He {wore again that I ſhould be damnably whip- 
d- ped for what 1 had done. I anſwered, Let God 
ne, Flbok to that, for the Cauſe is his. But if you don't 
ny Fave off your curſing and ſwearing, it will be worſe 
ce. With you than with me. Then he ſaid, * Corporal, 
2't put this Fellow in Priſon directly. The Corporal, ſaid, 
ut Sir, I muſt not carry a Man to Prifon, unleſs I give 
k, in his Crime with him.“ Well, ſaid he, it is for 
his giſobeying Orders. So I ſee an Hundred may diſobey 
ho All the Orders of God, and there is no Notice taken 
ſt, @ them; nor do the common People cry out hang 
r- hem out of the Way: but if one of a thouſand be. 
is Fins to reprove them for Sin, they hale him to Priſon, 
re if he had killed Father or Mother. But fo it was from 
Se beginning; for a Murtherer was preferred before 
All e Prince of Life. 
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I was put Priſoner juſt as the Church began, and | 
ſent a Man to tell my Brother that the Word of God 
was fulfilled, © Behold the Devil ſhall caſt ſome /Þ 
& you into Nis, that ye may be tried, and defiret ip 
their Prayers that I may be faithful unto Death.— As 
foon as I was within the Priſon, my Heart was filled] 
with Joy unſpeakable, and my Mouth with Praiſe to! 


my dear Redeemer. 'This alſo ſhall turn to the Glory 
ef God; for ſeveral Men of good Report heard me þ 


this Morning, and teſtified that I had ſpoke the Truth; 
and they would not (they ſaid) be guilty of ſending 
that Man to Priſon for preaching, not for all the World, 


This cauſed many to come to me, who om me 


Wine and ſtrong Drink. I told them I did not car 

for any ſort of ſtrong Liquor ; but fuch as I had a ave 

I unto them; ſome little Books, and the Words df 

God, which he gave me plentifully to ſpeak. to then, 

without reſpe& of any Man's Perfon. b 
Two Nights and near three Days, I was kept 


Priſoner at this Time; during which, my Soul was a 


a watered Garden, and I couid ſing Praiſes to God 
all the Day long, for he turned m y Captivity into Joy; 
and gave me to reſt as well on the Boards as if 1 had 


been on a Bed of Down. Now cou'd I fay God's b 


Service is perfect Freedom, and I was carried out 


much in Prayer, that my Enemies might drink of theÞ N 


ſame River of Peace which my God gave fo largely 
to me. 


Now did I more plainly fee the dreadfu} State off 


the Unconverted than ever before; and thought, if it | 
might be the Converſion of my Enemies, 1 could be 


content that they ſhould tread me under their Peet ; 
But God only knows how it would have been, had I 
been ſo tried. Yet thus far he hath helped me, ard 
given me Strength for my Day. Tn 1 hates 
found him a God of Truth, as far as J have triedſ 
him; and I put forth the Hand of my Faith, to lay 
hold of his Strength for what he ſhall next call 
me to. N 
On Tueſday T was fetched out, and brought before 
the Major. There were ſeveral of the young of 
ßcers wich him; who ſmiled when I came into the 
Room ; 


what was you put Priſoner for?” 
'| People to flee from the Wrath to come, I anſwered ; and, 
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Room; for they 
| Priſon, and had {wore I ſhould be ſeverely whipt. But 
I told them, if they did not repent, and leave off that 
* ſwearing, they ſhould periſh eternally (and I ſhall be Wit- 
neſs againſt you; ) and that will be worſe than your whip- 


1 


had been ſeveral times to ſee me in 


ping me for Chriſt's Sake. | | 
Now they ſeemed to rejoice, as if their Words were 

going to be fulfilled. The Major called,“ John Nelſin, 

For warning the 


if this be a Crime, I ſhall commit it again, vnleſs you 
cut out my Tongue: For it is better for me to die than 
diſobey God. Well, but if that be all, he replied, 
that is no Crime: For, when you have done your Du 

ty, I don't care if you preach every Night in an 
«& Houſe, or any private Place out of the Town; bit 
« T would not have you make any Mobs.” That, ſaid 
J, is far from my Deſign. Well, ſaid he, you may 
« co home to your Quarters, and if I have a convenient 
Time, I will ſend for you, and hear you myſelf ; for 
J wiſh all Men were like you.“ Here my Adverſa- 
ries hung down their Heads, and gave off ſmiling. 

As I went to Siſter Towwn/ena”s, I heard that we were 
to leave York on Thurſday at four in the Morning, and 
march to Sunderland. I had a great Deſire to have 
ſeen my Wife firſt ; but ſhe did not get my Letter ſoon 
enough. Many of the People came, and ſaid, We 
are {orry you are going ſo ſoon from Yer; but if you 
get your Liberty, we hope both you and Mr V leu 
will come: For we have need of ſuch Plain-dealing, 
and Thouſands in the City would be glad to hear. You 


ſee what a populous wicked Place it is: Pray do not 


forget us, but think of us when you ſee us not. We 
expected ſome of you two or three Years ago ; but you 
had no Regard for our Souls, till God brought you by 
Force, Surely you was not ſold hither, but ſent for 
our good; therefore forget us not.“ 15 

O the Tenderneſs which this People ſhewed, and de- 
fire for the Word of God ! It moved me to cry our, 
Lord, have Mercy on them, and let them hear thy 
Goſpel, and find it thy Power unto Salvation ; for why 
ſhould thy People periſh for lack of Knowledge ? 

On Thir/aay Morning = ſtood two Hours in the 


Streets 


Streets, before we ſet out of Town. We marched to 
E afingwould that Day, and when we were driven up 
in the Street, the People perceived me to be the Me- 
thodift Preacher they had read of in the News- papers. 
They told one another, and flock'd about me, as if the 
Soldiers had brought a Monſter into the Town. 
When we had ſtaid near an Hour in the Street, 
T and five more were billeted at one Houſe, where the 
People were ſo poor, they had not fix Seats for us to 
{it on, nor any Beds; fo we came back to the Officers 
Quarters, and they ordered four of us to another 
Houſe, ons 
God gave me to ſpeak plain to them, and ſeveral! 
of their Neighbours, who came to ſee the Methodiſt. 
And they ſaid, if this be the Methodiſts Doctrine, we 
pray God we may have it preach d in this Town; for 
hundreds would be glad to hear you. 
In the Evening the Head Man of the Town came 
in. He is a profeſſecd Papiſt, but a moral honeſt Man, 
and one who bears a good Character in his Neighbour- 
hood. He asked me many b. ee and God gave 
me to anſwer him to his Satisfaction. Indeed I never 
ſaw a Man of his Rank ſo teachable and ſo humble. 
His Gold Lace did not make him above liſtening to 
the Goſpel. He ſeemed a Man of ſound Reaſon, as 
well as liberal Education. I ſpoke for near an Hour, to 
prove the Doctrine of Juſtification by Faith; and that 
both from the Old and New Teſtament. I ſhewed the 
Fruits of that juſtifying Faith, and the Neceſſity of 
every Man's having it, that he may eſcape the Dam- 
nation of Hell. The Word had ſuch Effect upon him, 
that his Eyes diſcovered the Tenderneſs of his Heart; 
and, when I had ended, he ſaid, I think no Man in his 
Senſes would dare to hinder you from inſtructing Sin- 
ners in the Way of Salvation : As for my Part, I ſhall 


be glad to ſee you at Liberty : And if you get clear 


of theſe Men, and come again this Way, I would have 
you call on me. 5 15 

I was amazed to find ſuch a Man among the Papiſts, 
having met very few, either Teachers or Hearers of 


our own Church, but what hold the Popiſh Principles | 
ten times ftronger than this Man, who calls himſelf a 


Papiſt, When he went away, he forced two Shillings 
| into 
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| Into my Hand, which I would have returned, telling 


him I received no Money, and needed- none ; but he 
would not take it again, ſaying; he could afford it, and 
I might have occaſion for it on my Journey. O God, 
be merciful to him that gives a Cup of cold Water to 
thy Servants. 


Next Morning, at Two, the Drum beat for us to 


march out of Town. By Eleven, on Friday, we got to 
Northallerton; and, by Twelve, ſettled in Quarters. I 
went into the Market-place, and ſpoke to thoſe 1 found 
there, of the Way of Salvation ; I hope not in vain. 
Afterwards I was ſitting alone, and there came a Shop- 


keeper, and faid, if I would go to his Houſe, he would 


give me a Glaſs of any Liquor I pleaſed to drink. I 
told him I did not drink any ſtrong Liquor. Well but, 
he ſaid, I deſtre your Company, if you pleaſe, for half 
an Hour. I went to his Houſe, and drank Lea with 
him and his Family, and ſpoke plain to them. They 
received my Exhortation with Thankfulneſs, and faid, 
We have heard much of you, but never heard any of 
you before, Several of you have paſſed through the 
Town, and we wondered they never preached here. 
If you come again, we hope you will call and ſee us. 

J gave them a Book, and returned to my Quarters. 
Next Morning, at One, the Drum beat for us to 
march, and we got to Darlington by Nine. Here I 
was known to ſeveral; and, by them, made known to 
almoſt all the 'Town. Many came to my Quarters to 
talk with me; and others ſent for me. Whence this 
Famine in our Land? I find the People hunger after 

the Word, as if there were no Bibles in the Nation. 
We reſted here on Sunday, and I had many to ſee 
me. When they heard what our Doctrine was, they 
cried, It is a Shame to ſend a Man for a Soldier for 
ſpeaking the Truth; for let all Men ſay what they will, 
In the Evening one of the Officers came to me, and 
ſaid, « Well, Sir, why was not you at Church To- 
day? I anſwered, ** I was, Sir, and, if you had been 
there, you might have ſeen me; for I never miſs going, 
when I have an Opportunity.“ Well, Sir, he added, 
have you preached ſince you came hither ? Not pu- 
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blickly yet, I replied. He ſwore he wiſhed I would, 
that he might puniſh me ſeverely. But, Sir, (I told 
him), if you don't repent, and leave off that Habit of 
Swearing, you will be worſe puniſhed than you are 
able to puniſh me, He ſaid, © I will make you mind 
your Firelock, and leave off your Preaching,” Yes, 
Sir, I anſwered, when I leave off Speaking. 


ä 3 r 
FFF 


This was he that put me in Priſon at 7cr4 for preach- ; 


ing. As Saul hunted Dawid, ſo has this Man hunted 
my Soul; but I truſt the ſame God, that delivered Da- 
id will deliver me from cruel Men. 

gave ſeveral Books away in this Town alſo; which 


we left the next Morning. 


I was much ſurpriſed at the Gocd nature of the 
Soldiers in all this March, for I believe twenty offered 


to carry the Gun for me, ard any Thing elſe I had. 


God, I found, ſupported me wonderfully in all theſe 
Trials; for I could travel fifteen or twenty Miles faſt- 
ing, as well as thoſe who ate and drank two or thrce 
Times by the Way. Surely Man doth not live by 
Bread alone; but the Lord is the Strength of all; 
the Defer.der of all them that put their Truſt in him. 
O God, be thou my Guide unto: Death, | 

We got to Dusham by Nine on Monday; but, in our 
Way to Darlington, we had had a River to crois, and 
were cbliged to wade through it. The Day was very 
bot, fo that I had ſweat much, and catched Cold im- 
mediately, I found myſelf much out of Order, when 
we got to Durham, and deſired I might lie down a 
httle. Corporal Y'—— lay down with me, and fell 


aſleep. At Twelve, I wakcd ſuddenly, as if ſome Man 


had called me, and ſaid to the Corporal, I muſt go 
to the Market place direcily, for what I know not, 
neither which Way to go to it. Nor I, he ſaid ; but 
I will go with you, and we can enguire the Way. Ac- 
cordingly we did; and juſt as we got thither, my Bro- 
ther Via! was enquiring for me among the Soldiers. 
Well, {aid Mr J'——, I did never fee ſuch a Thing 
in all my Life, that you ſhould thus awake, and come 
to meet your Frier d, the Minute he came to ſcek for 
you. 


Ve 


G 
We were much comforted together. He told me 
that Mr John Waſley would be at Durham ſoon after 
four o' Clock. I gave God Thanks for that News. 
We went on to a Common, about a Mile from the Town, 


and there we met Mr }/— My Heart rejoiced to ſee 


him ; and great Reaſon have I to give God 'Thanks 
that I ever ſaw him, who was an Inſtrument in God's 
Hands of plucking me, as a Brand out of the Fire. And I 
have found him God's Meſſenger for my good ever ſince. 

We came to the Sign of the Angel, and had ſome 
Converſation together, He exhorted me to watch and 


E pray ; and did not doubt but my Captivity would turn 


to the Glory of God, and Furtherance of the Goſpel. 
At Six I went to anſwer my Call, and Mr W—— 
went into the Minſter. | _ 
Afterwards I, and Thomas Beard, my Fellow-priſoner, 
met Mr }. and our Brother Errington, and went 
with them to the Inn, and ſtaid till Nine. When we 
had prayed together, we commended each other to the 
Grace of God; and fo parted in Body, not in Spirit. 
Next Morning the Drum beat at One, and we were 


called up into the Market-place, and cauſed to ſtand 


till Three, and then marched off for Sunderland, which 
we reached by Nine. When we were brought up in 
the Town, I heard ſeveral of the Inhabitants ſay to 
one another, that is the Methodiſt mentioned in the 
News- papers; for his Look is not like other Mens. O 


my God, why am I, and my Fellows, become Men 


that are wondered at? 

While we ſtood, a Landlord came to us, and ſaid, 
Sir, I wiſh you would quarter at my Houle ; for I ex- 
pect two, and ſhould be glad to have you for one, 
and whom you chuſe for a Comrade. I choſe Corporal 
, and asked for the Billet as the Man deſired, but 
could not get it. But I believe we got the beſt Quar- 


ters we could have in Sunderland. Thus, I ſee, if weac- _ 


knowledge God in all our Ways, he will dire& our Paths. 

When I went to exerciſe, I had many came to ſee 
me, and fell into Diſcourſe with them, but could get 
no hold of them; for they aſſented and conſented to 
all I ſaid; and were ſo full of what the World calls 
good Manners, that all I ſpoke was as written on the 


Sand, tho' I talked with them ſeveral Days. Yet ſome, 
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J truſt, will be mindful of their everlaſting Welfare. 

On Se zurday Night J was ordered to ſtand Centry 
on the Sunday following, and deſired I might ſtand 
another Day, or pay for my Guard. I believe ten Men 
oftercd to ſtand for me, but all in vain ; for the Enſign 
was the Officer of the Guard that Day; and he pro- 
teſted he would make me do it myſelf. I asked, Sir, 
what have I done, that I cannot have the ſame Liberty 
as another Man? He anſwered, ** You love the Church 
too well; and I will keep you from it, and make them 
£0 who do not like to go.” Keep me, O my God, 
from all Anger or III- will; for this Man is ſet to prove 
me. I went to the Guard-houſe, and many came to 
talk with me: But I did not ſtand Centry till Six on 
Monday Morning. The Enſign's ſaying in the open 


Street, I ſhould not go to Church, becauſe I loved it, 


drew many of the People to me; and will turn, I am 
perſuaded, to the Furtherance of the Goſpel. 

The Week after, Mr M—— came. He had. heard 
what the Enſign had done, and came to me, and asked 
me how I did; and ſaid, I am informed Mr 4 —— — 
hindered you from going to Church ;. but I will aſſure 
you, you ſhall not be hindered again, as long as you are 
with us. | 

I have found ſomething of Good in this Man ever ſince 
F knew him. He will hear Reaſon, and ſeems to make 
a Conſcience both of his Words and Actions. 

F was near an Hour in his Chamber, and he asked 
me of the Principal Points of our Doctrine. I made them 
as plainto him as I could, and he heard me with great 
Candour, and ſaid he had no Fault at all to find with it. 
He told me, The firſt Time that ever I ſaw you, I 
ſaw you was no Vagrant ; but it would be a Scandal to 
all who were concerned in ſending or receiving ſuch an 
one: For the Act of Parliament does not reach ſuch as 


you. But the reſt of the. Officers ſaid they could not 


help it, for you was delivered to us as a Soldier by the 
Is, and they are the. Rogues. No vir, I anſ{wer- 
ed, the ]J——s are in no Fault, for I was never before 
one of them yet. He ſaid, Who ſent you then? I re- 


plied, the Commiſſioners. What Evidence had- they 
againſt you? The Accuſation againſt me was, He preach- 
es to the People, by the Conſtable's Deputy ;.and he alſo 

| | con- 


E 
confeſſed he knew no other Evil of me. Well, bu⸗ 


the Act of Toleration clears you from that's being a 
d | Crime. What, had you no Men to ſpeak for you? 
n | Yes, ſeveral were ready, but none were ſuffered to- 
n | doit; neither were the Papers regarded which my ho- 


b- | neſt Neighbours and Gentlemen ſent on my Behalf. For þ 
r, I one of the Commiſſioners was the Parſon of our Pariſh, | 
y | and hewas the Evidence againſt me ; and they ſaid they 
h | would hear no other. Nay, ſaid Mr M——, it is no 
m Wonder they treated you fo, if the Prieſt was concern- 
d, ed; for they have been at the Head of all the Perſe- | 
„e | cutions for Religion which. have been ſince the. World [ 
o | began. I ſee them ſo wicked, that I. do not mind 
n | Religion at all. But this is my Religion: I believe | 
n there is one God, and that Chriſt his Son died for the 
t, World: And I ſtrive to do honeſtly to all Men; and to 
n do a good Turn to the meaneſt, if I can. And I think 
d 
d 
e 
e 


my Religion is better than theirs who preach one 

Thing, and do another, For I have ſeen ſo much of 

them, that I will aſſure you, I would hear you as ſoon | 

as any —— nm the Land. f Y 

He ſaid, he could like to read ſome of our Books; 

and I made him a Preſent of An earneſt Appeal, and the 

Character of a Methodiſt, and the Sermon Awake thou 

e that ſleepeſt. He has told me ſince, that he has read, 

e and likes them well. | 

This Day he procured me a Furlow to go to Newcaſt/s 

for ſeven Days: And I found I did not go up without — 

the Lord.; for my Soul, and thoſe of the People, were 1 

refreſned with the Love of God. Several of the Sol- | 

diers came to hear me preach, and- gave great Atten- N 

ion to the Things which were ſpoken. I found great | 

Freedom to ſpeak to the Children, whom God has | 

called out of the evil World, to ſerve him in this Place. 

Watch over them, O my God, for. good, and be thou 
their Guide unto Death. 

On Tucſaay my Time was out to go back. I preach- 
ed at Pain/hee, in the Afternoon, to an attentive Con- 
gregation, and got to Sunderland by ſeven at Night. This 
Week I received a Letter from Mr C—— W——, 
that the E. of. S. had aſſured the L. H that I ſhould | 
be ſet at Liberty in a few-Days. L ſaid, the Lord hath | 
not {orgotten to- be gracious, for he hath taken my Cauſe | 

| 2 


ES” 


CCC Ee. El 


/ 
— 
* 
— 


— 
- mn 

— — ä—uv—— 

——ů————ůp — . 


8 1 
in hand, and it ſhall turn to his Glory; for he alone 
hath done the Work, when all human Means had 
feemed to fail. My Enemies cried, we have made his 
Bonds ſtrong, and none can deliver him out of our 


dnare; for we have put it out of the Officer's Power to | 


diſcharge him for any Price. Lord, I beſeech thee, open 
their Eyes, and let them ſee the Snare which Satan 
hath laid for their Souls, and eſcape by ſpeedy Repen- 
tance and Faith in thy Blood, 

This Week I was much out of Health by the Surfeit 
I got in marching 3 but found preſent Eaſe by being 
blooded. The Week following I was ſent for by the 
Captain to the Store-houſe; and he inſiſted on my going, 
tho? I was ſo ill. When I came there, he and three 
more Officers came, and asked me how I did. I told 
them; and they ſaid, here is a good Coat for you, to 
keep you from Cold, that you may recover your Health. 
I ſaid, 1 have Coats enough, if that would do; I need 
none of yours, They ſaid, they would make me wear 
it, and all the other Cloathing belonging to a Soldier, 
I anſwered, You may array me as a Man of War, but 
I ſhall never fight. They aſked, What is your Reaton ? 
And my Anſwer was, I cannot ſee any Thing in this 
World worth fighting for. I want neither its Riches nor 
Honours, but the Honour that cometh of God only. 
I regard neither its Smiles nor Frowns ; and have no 


- Buſineſs in it but to get well out of it. 


Then they ordered the Serjeant to pull off my Coat, 


and put a red one on me. When he had done it, they 


turned me round, and rejoiced over me. I ſaid, You 


ſee the Scripture cannot be broken, where it ſaith, 7 


they do this in the green Tree, what will they do in the 
dry? What do you mean by that, they aſked ? and I 
anſwered, The Soldiers took Feſus, and ſtripped him, and 
t a Scarlet Robe upon him, and mocked him, as you have 
treated me, his Servant, this Day, for ſpeaking his Words. 
He indeed hath the greater Condemnation, who deliver- 
ed me into your Hands; but I pray God forgive you 
all. Theſe Words turned their Countenance and Beha- 
viour towards me, and-one of them laboured from that 
Time to ſind ſome Way for me to be ſet at Liberty. 
During my three Weeks Illneſs, many of the Brethren 


and Siſters from Newcaſtle, Biddick, and Painſbee, came 


to 


W 


5 


to ſee me, and God was pleaſed at that Time to give ſome 


the Knowledge of Salvation by the Remiſsion of their 
Sins; and to comfort all our Hearts with his Love. O 
may we ever keep his Commandments, that we may 
continue in his Love, even as he hath kept his Father's 
Commandments, and continued in his Love. 
On Friday, July 27. John Graham of Sunderland 
came to me with an open Letter in his Hand, and ſaid, 
Come, my Friend, I have good News for thee. God 
hath heard the Prayers of thy People in thy Behalf, and 
ſent thee Deliverance. Here, read this Letter, which the 
Major hath ſent to the Captain on thy Account. It 
was on this wiſe, *© I have received an Order from the 
Earl of S. to diſcharge Fob Nelſon, who was preſt 
from Bir ſtal, in the Weſt-riding of Yorkfire, There- 
fore, take his Arms and Cloathing from him which he 
has received, and let me know if he has had any Pay 
ſince he came, and ſend him to me with a Furlow.,”” 
Accordingly I delivered all Things I had belonging to 
them, to Lieutenant M. who ſaid he was glad that I was 
to be releaſed, and wiſh'd me well whereſoever I went. 


J had a Furlow given me, and ſet out in the Afternoon 


with ſome that were come from Newcaſtle to ſee me; 
and got there by Seven. 8 
All the Society gave God Thanks on my Behalf, 
as ſoon as they ſaw me; for they had Knowledge of my 
Deliverance before I had. Next Morning I went to the 
Major's Quarters about Nine. When I had waited about 
an Hour, I was ordered to come at half an Hour paſt 
Eleven; I did ſo, and waited another Hour. Then the 
Major called to me, and bade me come at half an Hour 
after Two, and he would ſpeak to me, I came again 
as he ordered me, and when I had ſtaid near an Hour, 
one of the Captains called me, and ſaid, the Major is 
gone to dine with the Mayor of the Town, and you 


will hardly ſee him To-night ; but you will be ſure to 


find him To-morrow Morning. I told him that would 
not do for me; for my Buſineſs was not to be done on 
the Sabbath, : 

Near Six in the Evening, I ſaw the Major go along 
the Street, and followed him to his Lodgings. He ſaid, 
I have an Order from the Lord S— to diſcharge Fo. 

LIE. 


( 34 ) 

He ſent for the Adjutant, and ordered him to bring 
two printed Diſcharges with him. He came, and three 
more of the Officers with him, and filled up the Dif- 
charge. When he had done, he ſaid, I wiſh all the 


Men in our Regiment would behave as well as Mr Nel 
fon has done ſince he came among us; it would be much 


better for us, and them too. Then our Lieutenant 
ſaid, Indeed he has done much Good ſince he came 
among us; for we have not one third of the Curſing 
and Swearing in the Regiment, which we had before 
he came. And he has given me ſeveral private Exhor- 
tations, and ſome of their Books; and I thank him for 


them, and his Advice, for it is good. Then the Major 
ſaid, I wiſh I had a Regiment of ſuch Men as he is in 


all reſpects, ſave that one, his refuſing to fight: I 


would not care what Enemy I had to meet, or where 
my Lot was caſt, — Sir, if you fear God, I ſaid, you 


have no need to fear any Thing elſe; For they that 


fear him depart from Evil, and-{eek to do his Will, and 
own. They know that in his Hand are the 
| Hives of Life and Death; therefore they fear not 


not their own. 


him that can kill the Body only, but him that can de- 
ſtroy both Soul and Body in Hell. And every one 
that has this Fear is truly wiſe; but he that dares com- 


mit Sin, his Wiſdbm is the Fooliſfineſs of Folly; for 


he is pulling Deſtruction on his own Head, and fitting 
himſelf for the. Fuel of Hell Fire. But he that is wiſe 
unto Salvation, is bold as a Lion, and is more noble 
than to contend for the Honour which cometh of Men. 
For having Bread to eat, and Raiment to put on, he 
knows that is all this World can afford him. He pi- 


ties the great Ones of the Earth, who feed on Huſks, 


and can be content with the empty Title of Right Ho- 
nourable; while, by Sin, they debaſe themſelves even 
down to Hell. But by theſe Things the God of this 
World blinds their Eyes, ſo that very few of them ſee 
_— to Heaven, as it is pointed out in the Word 
of Cod. 


Well, ſaid the Major, if you are fo ſcrupulous about 
fighting, what muſt we do? I anſwered, it is your 


Trade, and if you had a better it might be better for 
you, But ſomebody, he replied, mult fight. I ſaid, 
| | It 


n 


* Oy 


we: 0 "OW CP. -fnkes 


TW" I 
If all Men lived by Faith in the Son of God, Wars 


would be at an End. That is true, he anſwer'd, if it 
was ſo, we ſhould learn War no more. 


But there is one Thing I deſire to know of you ; 
tell me, do you make your Sermons ready before you 


go to preach, or do you ſpeak off hand? *I do not 


ſtudy what to ſay, but ſpeak as the Spirit of God en- 
ables me.“ Well, ſaid he, I cannot tell what you 
mean by the Spirit of God, * The more is the Pity, I 
anſwer' d, that you ſhould have lived ſo long in the World, 
and know nothing of God yet. For we do not 
know God, but by his own Spirit given unto us; 
and till we have received that Spirit, we are without 


God in the World. And no Man can have this 


Gift and not know it; for thus faith the Lord Jeſus, 
At that Day ye ſhall know that I am in my Father, 
and you in me, and I in you. So if God be true, we 
muſt know that Chriſt is in us, or we are none of his. 
For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are 
the Sons of God. But if any Man have not the Spirit 


of Chriſt, he is none of his. He is no Chriſtian, no 
more than a 7zr4 or a Pagan is, unleſs he has the ſame 


Spirit which raiſed Chrift from the Dead, to raiſe him 


in this World from the Death of Sin.“ 


Here one of the Captains ſpoke, „Lou ſaid one 
Day, if we have not the Spirit of God, we are 
dead while we live.” Did I ſo? Yes you did, Then I 
will prove it; both from the Doctrine of the Church 
of England (of which I profeſs myſelf a Member) and 
from the Word of God. God gave me to ſpeak 
plainly from both for about twenty Minutes ; none con- 
tradicted me, but they ſtood as dumb Men. | 

Then the Major faid, Here is ſuch a Diſcharge for 
you, as I never gave before, but once; and put it into 
my Hand. I told them, I have now delivered my 
own Soul, and am pure from the Blood of you all ; for 
I have not ſpared either Poor or Rich, ſince I came 
among you, but have ſet Life and Death before you 
all, as you came in my Way. I have declared unto 
you, that the Wicked ſhall be turned into Hell, and 
all the People that forget God; and contrarywiſe, 


the bleſſed State of them, that repent, and obey the 
Gol e 


C303 | 
Gofpel of Chriſt our Saviour. And I pray God give 
you all to underſtand the Things which make for your 
everlaſting Peace, and bleſs you in turning every one 
of you from your Iniquities. Then ſhall we meet an- 
nother Day to part no more. The Major ſaid, I wiſh 
you well wherever you go; for I believe you Metho- 
diſis are well-meaning People; and fo ſaid they all. 
I gave them a Book, and took my Leave of them. 
I went to the Room, and preached that Night, and 
bad ſeveral of the Soldiers to hear me, who gave great 
Attention to what I ſaid. Then I took my Leave of 
them; and ſome of them wept, and deſired me to pray 
for them, and ſaid, We are glad you are ſet at Liberty, 
but ſorry to part with you. I commended them to 
God, and to the Word of his Grace, and truſt they 
will mind the Exhortation, and become good Soldiers 
of Jeſus Chriſt. 8 | 
On this 28th Day of July, I was ſet at Liberty to 
go whereſoever I thought was moſt to God's Glory, 
who has delivered me from my Bonds. For he hath 
done the Work, and to him the Glory is due. What 
am I, that he ſhould ſo care for me] But he is a God 
that heareth the Prayer; and the Cries of his People 
inclined him to take my Cauſe in Hand. Praiſe the 
Lord, O my Sonl, who hath kept thee in all Trials, - 
and hath not ſuffered thee to faint in ſore Temptation, 
Now I find the Words true which Mr John Ie 
firſt ſent me at Toth. Well, my Brother, is the God 
whom you ſerve, able to deliver you, and do you find 
him faithful to his Word? Is his Grace ſtill ſufficient for 
you ? I doubt it not; he will not ſuffer you to be weary 
or faint in your Mind. But he had Work for you to 
do which you knew not of, and thus his Counſel was to 
be fulfilled ! O loſe no Time]! Who knows how many 
Souls God may by this Means deliver into your Hands. 
Shall not all theſe Things be for the Furtherance of the 
_ Goſpel? And is not the Time coming when we ſhall 
cry out together ; ** Nay, in all theſe Things we are 
more than Conquerors, thro* him that loved us.“ 
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